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The radio phonetic alphabet or spelling alphabet is a set of words that are used to stand for the letters of an 
alphabet. The words in the phonetic alphabet are used to represent the name of the letter with which it starts - 
this is actually called acrophony. 
 
Although it is often called the radio phonetic alphabet, a phonetic alphabet is a term used within linguists to 
record detailed information about the sounds of human speech. 
 
Therefore when used for radio applications a different term is often needed. The more correct term for the 
radio phonetic alphabet is the International Radiotelephony Spelling Alphabet.


